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Wachusett Partnership Program 
 

The Wachusett Partnership Program provides students the opportunity to gain career skills. This 
knowledge will help prepare them for entry into the workplace and/or a post-secondary institution. 
Each partnership major offers participating students academic instruction, hands-on learning, and 
career-readiness skills such as resume writing and interviewing practice. 
 

The Wachusett Partnership Program offers concentrated studies in the following programs:  
§ Automotive Technology 
§ Business/Finance 
§ Business/Marketing 
§ Computer Science 
§ Criminal Justice 
§ Early Childhood Education  
§ Engineering Technology 
§ Fashion and Textiles 
§ Graphics Communication 
§ Health Sciences 
§ Restaurant Management 

 

Students are encouraged to start investigating the partnership concentrations during their 
freshman and sophomore years through elective courses. Applications for a seat in a specific WPP 
concentration are accepted in November through December of sophomore year. To earn a WPP 
Certificate of Completion, students must successfully pass all the required courses (bolded) plus 
electives for a total of 15 major-specific credits, beyond the WRHS Graduation Requirements, by 
the end of their senior year. All programs are dependent on staffing and student enrollment. 
 

While WPP courses are open to all students, WPP students are given priority seating in the 
“required courses” (bolded in each WPP chart). 
 
 

Criminal Justice 
 

Grade Course Prerequisites 
11-12 Street Law 1 (Path A)  
11-12 Street Law 2 (Path A)  
11-12 Criminal Justice I (Paths A and B)  
11-12 Human Behavior  
11-12 Civics for the 21st Century  

12 Criminal Justice II (Path B) C+ or higher in Criminal Justice I and 
Teacher Recommendation 

12 AP Psychology  
12 Psychology I  
12 Psychology 2 Psychology I 
12 Sociology  

 
Required Courses 

 

Required for students enrolled in the Criminal Justice WPP, these courses contain a limited number 
of seats for students not enrolled in the program. 
 

Street Law (offered Semester 1 and Semester 2, and as a full-year sequence) 
 

Street Law 1: Civics, The Law, and the Supreme Court (Grades 11-12, WPP) (offered first 
semester) 2½ credits 
Street Law I offers students the opportunity to learn about how the law at the local, state, and 
national level connects to their lives.  The class is based on the nationally known Street Law 
curriculum developed at the Georgetown University Law Center for high school students.  Street 
Law I will feature an interactive approach to learning about the legal system, the Constitution, and 
how the decisions of the Supreme Court impact the lives of Americans. 
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Street Law 2: Democracy, Human Rights, and Diversity (Grades 11-12, WPP) (offered 
second semester) 2½ credits 
Street Law II focuses on issues of democracy, human rights, and diversity.  Students will actively 
study and discuss issues connected to the law and individual rights in the United States.  As in 
Street Law I, Street Law II will be based on the Street Law curriculum developed at the 
Georgetown University Law Center. 
 

Criminal Justice I  (CP, Grades 11-12, WPP) 5 credits (Full year)  
This course provides students with an overview of career options in Criminal Justice. Criminal 
Justice I is an introductory course founded on the fundamental principles of American law and basic 
applications of law today. Beginning with the history of law and philosophical understandings of the 
law, major units include: The Modern Criminal Justice System, Measuring and Explaining Crime, 
Criminal Law, Law Enforcement Today, Challenges to Effective Policing, Constitutional Law 
(Applications), and the American Court System. There will be guest speakers from law enforcement 
organizations and students will be required to attend several short field trips across the street to 
Holden Police Department, some of which involve physical training procedures. Most off campus 
trips are reserved for Criminal Justice II students. The Criminal Justice program maintains a close 
relationship with the Holden Police Department.  
 

Please note: 
1. The content of this two-year course is inherently mature. Students and parents should 

understand this before enrolling in the course. If there are any concerns please contact the 
instructor.  

2. The physical training components are team-building, career-based visits that focus on 
exposing students to the rigors of what it takes to become a police officer (boot camp style) 
and what the career is like once the training is completed. If there are any concerns please 
contact the instructor.  

 

Criminal Justice II (CP, Grade 12, WPP) 5 credits (Prerequisite: C+ or better in Criminal 
Justice I and Teacher Recommendation) 
This course continues the work of Criminal Justice I and provides students with more nuanced 
examination of contemporary criminal justice issues and career opportunities beyond law 
enforcement. The major units of study include but are not limited to:  the American Court System 
(cont’d), Practical Procedures, Punishment, and Sentencing, The Death Penalty in America, 
Probation and Community Corrections, Prison and Prison Life, Juvenile Justice and Terrorism. This 
course will also provide students with the opportunity to choose topics of their choice to study. 
Students will become an “expert” in their chosen topic and will––if the elect to do so––produce a 
capstone research project (thesis and presentation). There will be guest speakers from law 
enforcement organizations and students will be required to attend several field trips related to the 
field (courts, enforcement agencies, correctional facilities), some of which involve physical training 
procedures. The Criminal Justice program maintains a close relationship with the Holden Police 
Department. 
 

Elective Courses 
 

WPP Criminal Justice students must earn an additional five credits beyond the required courses and 
graduation requirements. 
 

Advanced Placement Psychology (AP, Grade 12) 5 credits  
Advanced Placement Psychology introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of the 
behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the 
psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major sub fields within 
psychology. They also learn about the methods that psychologists use in their science and practice. 
The content of the course includes the biological base of behavior, sensation and perception, states 
of consciousness, motivation and emotion, personality, and abnormal psychology. Students who 
take this class are expected to take the AP Psychology exam in the spring. 
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Civics for the 21st Century (CP, Grades 11-12) 5 credits 
In this course students will actively investigate the rights and duties of citizenship in the United 
States in the 21st century. The focus of this class will be on the students themselves and how they, 
as citizens, can impact local, state, and national governments. The course will feature hands-on 
activities; connections to current local, state, and national issues; and service learning. 
 

Human Behavior (CP; Grade 12) 2½ credits (Students may not take Human Behavior along with 
Psychology 2 and/or Sociology) 
This course explores topics in both psychology and sociology. Possible topics of exploration include 
socialization, human development, culture, consciousness, and gender. This course is open for 
students who took Psychology I as well as for students who have not studied psychology. 
 

Psychology I: Study of Human Behavior (H, CPA, CP; Grade 12) 2½ credits 
This course is an introduction to the field of psychology. Students study differing psychological 
approaches, theories, and theorists. Students investigate such issues as the biological basis of 
behavior, sensation and perception, principles of learning, and theories of human development. 
Each student examines herself or himself through the theories of Pavlov, Skinner, Freud, Erickson 
and other theorists in an attempt to answer the question 'Who Am I?'  The activities, materials and 
requirements will vary according to level. Honors level students will complete a comprehensive 
research project. 
 

Psychology 2: Study of Exceptional Persons (H, CPA; Grade 12) 2½ credits (Prerequisite: 
Psychology I) 
This is a second semester course for students who wish to continue their study of psychology. 
Students extend their study of human development and are introduced to personality theory. 
Additional possible topics to be studied include altered states of consciousness, motivation theory 
and psychological disorders. The activities, materials and requirements will vary according to level. 
Honors level students will complete a comprehensive research project. 
 

Sociology (CPA; Grade 12) 2½ credits 
Students study society at large and their participation in it. Topics included growing up in other 
cultures, causes of alienation, crime and deviance, sex and gender, race and ethnicity, effects of 
social stratification, socialization, and institutions of society on the individual. Students use a wide 
variety of materials and engage in independent and group research. 
 

Street Law 1: Civics, The Law, and the Supreme Court (Grades 11-12, WPP) (offered 
Semester 1) 2½ credits 
Street Law I offers students the opportunity to learn about how the law at the local, state, and 
national level connects to their lives.  The class is based on the nationally known Street Law 
curriculum developed at the Georgetown University Law Center for high school students.  Street 
Law I will feature an interactive approach to learning about the legal system, the Constitution, and 
how the decisions of the Supreme Court impact the lives of Americans. 
 

Street Law 2: Democracy, Human Rights, and Diversity (Grades 11-12, WPP) (offered 
Semester 2) 2.5 credits 
Street Law II focuses on issues of democracy, human rights, and diversity.  Students will actively 
study and discuss issues connected to the law and individual rights in the United States.  As in 
Street Law I, Street Law II will be based on the Street Law curriculum developed at the 
Georgetown University Law Center. 
 

 


